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The Youth Coalition of the ACT acknowledges the Ngunnawal
people as the traditional owners and continuing custodians of the
lands of the ACT and we pay our respects to the Elders, families and
ancestors.
We acknowledge that the effect of forced removal of Indigenous
children from their families as well as past racist policies and
actions continues today.
We acknowledge that the Indigenous people hold distinctive rights
as the original people of modern day Australia including the right to
a distinct status and culture, self-determination and land. The
Youth Coalition of the ACT celebrates Indigenous cultures and the
invaluable contribution they make to our community.

This report was prepared by Youth Coalition staff members Erin Barry and Dr Justin Barker.
Designed by Thomas Stevens.
The Youth Coalition of the ACT is the peak youth affairs body in the Australian Capital Territory.
The Youth Coalition's vision is for an ACT community that values and provides opportunity,
participation, justice and equity for all young people.
The Youth Coalition receives funding for peak activity (policy development, sector development,
advocacy & representation) from the ACT Government - Community Services Directorate.
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This briefing provides information about the key initiatives announced in the ACT Budget 20192020 that will affect young people in Canberra, and our analysis about how effectively the ACT
Government has responded to young people’s needs.

“...the 2019 Budget makes a strong investment in early intervention to improve social
connectedness, strengthen families and help end the stubborn disadvantage that continues
through generations.” 1
The ACT Budget includes a limited number of youth-focused initiatives, including funding
towards increasing young people’s access to health and mental health services, particularly
within schools; and investing in education and school infrastructure. Young people are also part
of families, and the Budget delivers significant funding boosts towards child protection, justice
reinvestment and supporting safer families.
A full summary of new Budget announcements that affect young people is included at the end
of this briefing. Key highlights include:
•

•

•

•
•
•

1

Health: Expanding the School Youth Health Nurse program across all ACT public
secondary schools; and providing the Meningococcal ACWY School Vaccination
program to all Year 10 students and to young people aged 15-19 through General
Practitioners.
Education: An additional four full-time psychologists across ACT schools; reforms to
implement the Future of Education ten-year strategy; and expansion to school
infrastructure.
Child Protection: Establishing a Therapeutic Care Court within the ACT Children’s
Court; increased funding to support sustainable out-of-home care placements; and
funding to implement the recommendations from the Our Booris, Our Way review.
Mental Health: Establishing an Eating Disorders Specialist Clinical Hub and a
community-based intervention support service.
Supporting families: Improving frontline services through the Safer Families Levy; and
investing in justice reinvestment initiatives to ‘build communities not prisons’.
Employment and Training: Establishing initiatives to support industry projects that
increase apprenticeship commencements in the ACT, and which match training
workers to suitable employment placements.

ACT Government. (2019). Budget 2019-20 Social Inclusion Statement, p 6.
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In our 2018 submission to the ACT Budget, we asked the ACT Government to provide funding to:
•

Prevent child homelessness, for children and young people aged 8-15;

•

Value, listen and respond to young people in out-of-home care (OOHC). This included
resourcing mechanisms for young people in OOHC to inform responsive policy, service
and system design, and increasing CREATE’s core funding by $30,000;

•

Develop an evaluation framework for Phase 1 of the Future of Education strategy,
including funding to investigate ways to strengthen partnerships between schools and
community services.

We also supported the call by ACTCOSS for further investment to Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander community-controlled organisations to meet increasing demand for support, and to
recognise the wide scope of services and advocacy these organisations provide.
Through our broader advocacy work, we have highlighted the need for justice reinvestment to
include initiatives for children and young people, for improved communication between Child
and Youth Protection Services and community organisations, and partnerships between schools
and community services. We have commenced work with three secondary schools and
community organisations to progress a model of early identification and coordinated support
within local communities.

For close to 20 years, the ACT child, youth and homelessness sectors have called for action to
address the gap in accommodation and support services for children under the age of 16. In 2018,
the Youth Coalition and other ACT peak bodies presented the ACT Government with a clear
solution based on recent research and evidence from across Australia.
Although the 2019-2020 Budget has not allocated funding towards preventing child
homelessness in the ACT, a promising dialogue has been established with the ACT Government
that we hope will soon lead to strategies to begin addressing this problem. The Minister for
Children, Youth and Families also identified that policy work on a new model for children and
young people who were too young to access homelessness services would be developed. 2
The prevention of child homelessness will continue to be a core objective of the Youth Coalition
in our ongoing advocacy work, until services are established and supported to meet this critical
gap.

2

Canberra Times: https://www.canberratimes.com.au/story/6197423/more-affordable-housing-on-horizon-for-canberra-in-actbudget/
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A significant investment has been provided to child protection and OOHC, including funding to:
•

Implement recommendations from the Our Booris, Our Way Review to address the
overrepresentation of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children in OOHC ($1.7 million
over 4 years);

•

Support sustainable OOHC placements through funding for OOHC services; and
additional resources for the development of the next phase of reforms underpinning A
Step Up for Our Kids beyond 2020 ($39.7 million over 4 years);

•

Establish a Therapeutic Care Court within the ACT Children’s Court for care and
protection matters, and funding for Legal Aid to provide a duty solicitor service in the
Children’s Court to support parents and grandparents involved in care and protection
proceedings ($1.8 million over 4 years).

While more detail is required regarding the provision of funding for sustainable OOHC
placements, we welcome these investments across the child protection system, which
recognise the need for both systemic change and increased capacity to respond to need. We
understand that the Therapeutic Care Court will provide court-led processes for parents whose
children have been removed or are at risk of being removed; with the aim of diverting families
into a non-adversarial process that seeks to achieve reunification and address family
functioning. This is a promising initiative, and it is important that evaluation activities are
embedded into the initial implementation phase to measure outcomes.
It is disappointing that this Budget did not deliver the $30,000 requested to increase the core
staffing capacity of CREATE, which would allow this service to increase its staffing capacity to 2
full-time equivalent staff members. CREATE provides opportunities for young people with a care
experience to access support, build social networks and develop skills; and to engage with child
protection services to share their experiences. This work provides a valuable opportunity for
young people to build trusting relationships with CREATE staff and other young people, to share
their care experiences and receive support, outside of the direct OOHC service system. Between
2016 and 2018, the number of children and young people in Canberra supported by CREATE
increased by 55%. In light of the significant investment towards child protection within this
Budget, and the commitment by the ACT Government to continue hearing the voices of young
people in OOHC, this small investment would significantly increase the capacity of CREATE to
support young people to engage with the child protection system.
In our October 2018 submission to the ACT Budget, we also called for funding to implement the
outcomes of the ACT Youth Roundtable for young people in care, held in November 2018 by the
Community Services Directorate with support from CREATE, the Youth Coalition and the
Australian Catholic University. The roundtable aimed to hear directly from young people about
their experiences of case planning and how they wanted to be involved in decision-making. The
full report is available at: https://www.communityservices.act.gov.au/ocyfs/families-andcarers
Following on from the Roundtable, OOHC non-government organisations and the Community
Services Directorate committed to continuing to work towards improving youth participation
across the OOHC space, aiming to ensure that participation is meaningful, builds on existing
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youth participation mechanisms, and embeds participation into policy and practice processes.
We will continue to support this work.
Supporting families and protecting children and young people is a whole-of-community issue
and a shared responsibility. Improved communication between Child and Youth Protection
Services and community-based services may provide an opportunity to build collaboration
across the sector.

In addition to significant investment in school infrastructure, the ACT Budget delivers $4 million
in funding over the next four years to progress the implementation of the Future of Education
ten-year strategy. However, dedicated funding has not been included for evaluation activities
across the initial years of the Strategy, particularly in relation to the Continuum of Education
Support (CES) Framework, and strengthening partnerships between schools and community
organisations.
The CES Framework, which included the introduction of off-site education, altered the scope of
support for young people at risk of disengaging from school. As these changes move further into
implementation, it is important to monitor the implications and outcomes of these changes for
young people, for schools, and for other community-based education support services.
The Future of Education has a strong focus on early intervention and prevention for children and
young people, recognising the opportunity for schools to act as ‘community hubs’. Schools are
uniquely situated to be pathways for students and families to access supports within their local
communities. Developing and evaluating stronger partnerships between schools and community
services will support schools to more effectively respond to the diverse needs of students and
families, aligning with the Future of Education commitment to strong communities for learning.
The Youth Coalition will continue to advocate for key initiatives within the Future of Education
strategy to include evaluation components which hear directly from young people and families
about their experiences of these changes.
The Education Directorate has also provided funding for additional school psychologists - refer
to ‘Mental Health’ below for more information.

The ACT Budget includes a $2.2 million investment over 4 years to establish an Eating Disorders
Specialist Clinical Hub and a community-based intervention support service to expand the range
of eating disorder services available in the ACT, which is a welcome investment.
The Education Directorate will also fund four full-time school psychologists, in addition to the 15
school psychologists funded in the 2018-19 Budget. We will be seeking further information about
how these additional psychologists will be allocated across the school system, and which
student cohorts they will provide support to. While we welcome initiatives that support youth
mental health and wellbeing, barriers exist to accessing school-based psychology services,
including stigma and ongoing resource and systemic constraints. It would be valuable for the
Education Directorate to allocate resources to hear directly from young people about their
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perceptions of and experiences accessing school-based psychological supports, to identify
systemic barriers and constraints, and put forward recommendations.
We note that the Office for Mental Health and Wellbeing is about to commence a Child and Young
People Review, to develop recommendations later this year to guide future planning and
investment in children and young people’s mental health and wellbeing. This review is an
important opportunity to influence child and youth mental health support over coming years. It
is essential that the review examines the existing constraints across the system and meets the
needs of the community. The review should not only rely on existing data, but identify the gaps
in data relating to children and young people’s experiences of mental health programs and the
system. It should also seek to identify and develop mechanisms for ongoing data collection,
monitoring and evaluation to ensure improved outcomes for children and young people.

The ACT Budget delivers significant funding to justice reinvestment initiatives, which the Youth
Coalition welcomes and supports. These initiatives will affect the lives of children, young people
and families. However, under the broader ‘Building Communities, Not Prisons’ efforts that aim to
reduce recidivism by 25% by 2025, there is no dedicated investment directed to prevent children
and young people from becoming involved in the youth justice system. Taking a successful long
term approach to justice reinvestment necessitates the provision of support to children and
young people to divert them away from the justice system.

The 2018-19 Budget included an investment of $150,000 for the ACT Government to work with
Gugan Gulwan Youth Aboriginal Corporation (GGYAC) to identify suitable accommodation
options. We note that funding to develop new infrastructure has not been included in the 201920 Budget. While we understand that scoping work is continuing, it is essential that the ACT
Government works closely with GGYAC to progress this work, and allocates funding for building
construction
or
renovation
in
the
next
Budget.

This Budget Briefing will be provided to the ACT Legislative Assembly and ACT Government
Directorates to inform the Budget Estimates process over coming weeks and will also inform our
ongoing advocacy work.
We will continue to work closely with the community sector and the ACT Government to progress
the core priorities outlined in this briefing. This will include the development of key priorities for
our upcoming submission to the 2020-21 ACT Budget between July and October.
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For a comprehensive overview and analysis of spending across the broader ACT community,
please refer to the ACTCOSS Budget Response.

Initiative

Funding amount

Details

Community Services Directorate
Continuing to reduce and
eliminate restrictive
practices

$771,000 over 4
years, plus
$329,000 in capital
expenses

The Government will continue working towards
reducing and eliminating the use of restrictive
practices in disability, education and OOHC
settings by boosting resourcing for the Office
of the Senior Practitioner; and investing in the
Restrictive Intervention Data System.

Maintaining support for
disability services in the
transition to the full
scheme National
Disability Insurance
Scheme

$40 million over 4
years

Included among several initiatives is funding
for the Children and Young People’s Equipment
Loan Scheme, which provides specialist
paediatric equipment and assistive technology
to young people with disability, their carers and
health professionals.

Strengthening services
for Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander children
and young people

$1.7 million over 4
years

The Government will continue to implement
recommendations from the Our Booris, Our
Way Review to address the overrepresentation of Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander children in OOHC. This investment will
support training and workforce development to
increase the cultural proficiency of staff;
implementation of the National Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander Child Placement
Principles within policy, practice and training;
and continuation of Family Group
Conferencing.

Supporting sustainable
Out of Home Care
Placements

$39.7 million over 4
years

The Government will strengthen support for
vulnerable children and young people, their
families and carers through more sustainable
funding for OOHC. The Government will also
provide additional resources for the
development of the next phase of reforms
underpinning A Step Up for Our Kids, to be
delivered beyond 2020.

Improving frontline
services through the
Safer Families Levy

$193 million

New allocations will be made under the levy to
improve domestic and family violence capacity
and capability across government, transform
front-line service delivery, strengthen early
intervention and drive cultural change. Our new
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approach will provide start-up funding for
directorates and agencies to test and
demonstrate the practical potential of new
concepts, with successful initiatives then
transitioning into regular funding streams.
New initiatives to be funded under this pilot
approach include:

•

delivering family-centred responses for
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
families impacted by family violence

•

reducing the risk of deaths from family
violence

•

supporting pregnant women at risk of
domestic and family violence

•

extending the Room4Change program to
help prevent family violence

•

training ACT Government frontline
workers to respond to family violence.

Education Directorate
Delivering an accelerated
path for gifted and
talented students to the
University of Canberra

$767,000 over 3
years, from 202021

In partnership with the University of Canberra,
the Government will provide accelerated
pathways for gifted and talented students in
the disciplines of behavioural science, design,
psychology, commerce and exercise science.

More support to meet
individual student needs

$41.5 million over 4
years

The Government will support the educational
needs of all students through funding the
equivalent of 92 full-time learning
professionals and support staff. This funding
will support Canberra’s growing school
population (P-12) including support and
reasonable adjustments for students with
additional needs such as students with a
disability and other needs based supports.

Planning for a new
college on Canberra’s
northside

$800,000 over 2
years

A feasibility and design study for a further
college facility in North Canberra.

Reforms arising from the
Future of Education
Strategy

$4.1 million over 4
years

The Government will progress implementation
of the Future of Education Strategy by
providing more support for students with
complex needs and challenging behaviours.

Strengthening mental
health care in ACT public
schools

$3 million over 4
years

The Government will permanently fund four
full-time school psychologists and one
administrative support worker to promote
student wellbeing and better mental health
among young Canberrans.

ACT Health Directorate and Canberra Health Services
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7-day-a-week Mental
Health Consultation
Liaison service

$4.5 million over 4
years

The Government will expand the Mental Health
Consultation Liaison service to operate at The
Canberra Hospital seven days a week,
increasing the support available for people with
mental illness. This will have a particular focus
on people admitted into medical and surgical
wards and those presenting to the Emergency
Department.

Expanding public
healthcare services for
eating disorders

$2.2 million over 4
years

The Government will establish an Eating
Disorders Specialist Clinical Hub and a
community-based intervention support service
to expand the range of eating disorder services
available in the ACT and make these available to
more Canberrans. This initiative will also
establish a project team to review current
demand and plan for future service needs.

Strengthening capacity
for mental health carers

$457,000 over 2
years

The Government will recruit two Carer
Engagement Clinicians to pilot a range of
support and psychosocial education activities
to build capacity for the families and carers of
people with mental health conditions.

Delivering the ACT
Strategic Priorities for
Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander Health
2019-2028

$1.1 million over 4
years

In partnership with the Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander community the Government will
implement the ACT Strategic Priorities for
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Health
2019-2028.

Implementing the
recommendations of the
Royal Commission into
Institutional Responses
to Child Sexual Abuse

$1.2 million over 4
years

The Government will make a dedicated
investment to respond to the
recommendations from the Royal Commission
into Institutional Responses to Child Sexual
Abuse relating to the health sector. This will
support the implementation of the Child Safe,
Child Friendly and Child Aware Framework
across all ACT hospitals and health services, in
response to the Royal Commission’s
recommendations on keeping children safe in
all institutional contexts.

Protecting teens with
meningococcal ACWY
vaccinations

$1.3 million over 4
years

The Government will make the Meningococcal
ACWY vaccination a permanent part of the
vaccination schedule for the ACT, protecting
young people and the community from the
more common strains of the meningococcal
diseases.
[Youth Coalition note: It is understood that this
will be provided to Year 10 students and
available for young people aged 15-19 through
GPs.]

Supporting better
healthcare for lesbian,
gay, bisexual,

$87,000

The Government will undertake a 12-month
scoping study to consider the ACT Government
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LGBTIQ Strategy and its implications for health
services in the Territory.

Justice and Community Safety Directorate
Better supporting
vulnerable witnesses

$5.8 million over 4
years

The Government will continue implementing
criminal law reform recommendations arising
from the Royal Commission into Institutional
Responses to Child Sexual Abuse, including
establishing an intermediary scheme in the
ACT. An intermediary is an independent
communication specialist whose role is to
assist people to provide their best evidence to
police and to the court.

Building communities not
prisons

$5 million over 4
years

The Government will build on its commitment
to reduce recidivism, improve public safety and
strengthen our community by continuing to
develop measures to break the cycle of
recidivism and address the overrepresentation
of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people
in our justice system. This will include funding
the Warrumbul Sentencing Court to hear cases
involving children and young people, and
expanding the ACT Bail Support Program to
reduce the number of people on remand.

Establishing a
Therapeutic Care Court
within the ACT Childrens
Court

$1.8 million over 4
years

The Government will establish a Therapeutic
Care Court for care and protection matters
heard within the Children’s Court. This will
provide court-led interventions for parents
whose children have been removed from their
care, or are at risk of being removed, and seek
to achieve re-unification and address parental
substance abuse issues, parenting capacity
issues, family violence, and mental health
issues.
The Government will also provide funding for
Legal Aid ACT to deliver a new duty solicitor
service in the Children’s Court, which will
provide extended services to parents and
grandparents who are involved in care and
protection proceedings.

Providing alternatives to
jail through the Justice
Housing Program

$5.9 million over 3
years

The Government will expand the Bail
Accommodation Transition Support Service to
better support women and Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander people. This service will
provide short-term accommodation options to
help ensure bail granted by the courts is safe
and sustainable, and also provide longer term
housing options to help divert people away
from the Alexander Maconochie Centre. The
Justice Housing program will also provide
longer term housing options to women and
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Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people
transitioning from custody.
Chief Minister, Treasury and Economic Development Directorate
Growing future skills
with more
apprenticeship and
vocational education
places

$1.5 million over 3
years, with
matched
Commonwealth
payments

The Government will establish a Future Skills for
Future Jobs grants program to support industry
projects that help increase Australian
Apprenticeship commencements in the ACT.

Matching apprentices
and trainees to the right
job

$291 000 over 3
years, with
matched
Commonwealth
payments

The Government will support increased
Australia Apprenticeship commencements by
establishing a new Workforce Skills and
Development Unit which can help match
training workers to suitable employment
placements.

Supporting local
community groups to
improve social inclusion
and equality

$450,000 over 3
years

Direct funding grants will be provided to
KultureBreak, Northside Veterans Support
Centre, and the National Eisteddfod to support
their activities.

Infrastructure and Capital Initiatives
Community Services Directorate
Child and Youth Record
Information System
completion

The Government will invest additional resources to complete the new
Child and Youth Record Information System, enabling better information
sharing and more effective case management for children and young
people, their families and carers.

Strengthening security
and CCTV facilities at
Bimberi Youth Justice
Centre

The Government will strengthen security at the Bimberi Youth Justice
Centre by installing additional CCTV cameras. The new cameras will be
placed in areas identified as high priority by an independent review of
security at the centre, to better protect residents and staff.

Education Directorate
Delivering a new high
school at Kenny

The Government will prepare to deliver a new high school in Kenny to
provide places for around 1,000 students in years 7 to 10. The new high
school will help provide more capacity as the Gungahlin community grows
up, and will open in 2023.

Expanded facilities for
Gungahlin College

The Government will expand teaching and support facilities at Gungahlin
College by adding teaching spaces, administration areas and a specialist
science laboratory. These expansion works are scheduled for completion
ahead of the 2020 school year.

More places for
students at Gold Creek
School’s senior campus

The Government will add more capacity at Gold Creek School’s senior
campus so more Gungahlin students can find a place at their local school.
This expansion is scheduled for completion by the 2020 school year.
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The Government will provide additional transportable classrooms that can
be deployed rapidly to respond to enrolment growth at individual ACT
public schools. These transportable classrooms will initially be used to
add capacity at North Gungahlin Primary School, Hawker Primary School,
Lyneham High School and Gungahlin College.

Health: ACT Health Directorate and Canberra Health Services
Delivering the Inner
North Walk in Centre

The Government will establish a new Walk in Centre at Dickson, providing
faster access to care for minor injuries and illnesses for people in
Canberra’s Inner North. This new facility will bring Canberra’s network of
Walk in Centres to five, following the recent delivery of new centres in
Gungahlin and the Centre which will open soon in Weston Creek.

Housing ACT
Growing and renewing
more public housing

The Government will continue growing our investment in public housing
by investing $100 million over five years to deliver at least 200 more
homes and renew another 1,000 properties.

Reducing homelessness
by delivering another
Common Ground

The Government will commence construction of a second Common
Ground community housing complex in Dickson, featuring 40 units as well
as communal and social enterprise spaces. The Common Ground model
provides intensive support to people who are experiencing, or at risk of,
homelessness, as well as providing affordable rental housing for
Canberrans on low incomes.

Chief Minister, Treasury and Economic Development Directorate
Delivering the Home of
Football at Throsby

The Government will deliver a dedicated ‘Home of Football’ at Throsby
which will include football pitches, an indoor futsal facility, office space
and associated amenities. The ovals will also be available for informal
community use.

More facilities for
Stromlo Forest Park

The Government will undertake design and planning for the Stromlo
Forest Park District Playing Fields, as part of our efforts to ensure local
infrastructure grows alongside new communities in the Molonglo valley.

Transport Canberra and City Services Directorate
Better sportsgrounds
and dog parks

The Government will strengthen local suburban infrastructure by
improving the amenity of dog parks across Canberra and continuing to
upgrade local ovals. The Government will also deliver an annual program
of works to upgrade sportsgrounds facilities to ensure they are fit for
purpose for the community. These improvements will be undertaken in
Narrabundah, Phillip, Nicholls and Yarralumla.

