Youth Coalition of the ACT
2005/ 06 ACT Budget Analysis

ACT Government Budget hot or not?

The Youth Coalition of the ACT 2005 / 06 Budget Submission listed 25
recommendations to address gaps in critical youth services and the sustainability and
continuing viability of the youth sector. These recommendations were identified
through a consultation process with members and other key stakeholders. We are
very disappointed that none of our recommendations were adopted.

The Youth Coalition is pleased with many of the new initiatives in this year’s budget
and recognises that the Government has taken some positive steps forward,
including the implementation of some of the recommendations from the reports on
the child protection system known as the Vardon and Murray reports.

We particularly applaud the establishment of the Commissioner for Children and
Young people whom we look forward to working closely with.

However, the Youth Coalition is disappointed that many aspirations of the Canberra
Plan remain purely aspirational. The Government has missed a valuable opportunity
to invest in prevention and early intervention services and continues to play catch up.

The ACT Government has repeatedly said that this is a tight budget and we are
facing tight times — despite this more funding has been allocated to feasibility studies
than to address drug related harm.

The true test of a community is how it supports its most vulnerable — and on this
occasion the Budget has, fallen short of the mark.

New initiatives

The Youth Coalition welcomes the announcement of new initiatives for young people
with disabilities, Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander young people, children and
young people in the care and protection system and the establishment of a
Commissioner for Children and Young People.

The Youth Coalition put the need for a Commissioner for Children and Young People

on the public agenda and is pleased that the ACT Government has established this
important position.
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The Youth Coalition is pleased to see the ACT Government has adopted a new
community sector method of indexation, but is bitterly disappointed that this initiative
will not begin until July 1% 2006.

Service gaps

The lack of indexation this financial year is a blow to youth services funded through
the Youth Services Program. They missed out on indexation all together in the 2002
/ 03 Budget. Youth services are already behind and the community sector again has
not had major issues of viability addressed.

The ACT Government’s Budget has also failed to address the needs of young people
from culturally and linguistically diverse backgrounds, homeless young people, and
young people with mental health and drug issues.

The ACT Government has neglected to provide support for young people with mental
health issues. This is a major concern especially considering the growing numbers of
young people contacting services such as Lifeline who have reported increased
incidents of young people who self-harm. The Youth Coalition had called for a
number of new measures to be funded addressing the mental health needs of young
Canberrans including; increased emotional and social health services,
accommodation, an adolescent in-patient unit and step-down residential facility, and
training and program responses to self harm.

Homelessness and housing affordability remains a huge issue in the ACT and the
Budget does not deliver any increases in capital funding to Housing ACT. It appears
that Housing ACT stock numbers will in fact decrease during the 2005/06 financial
year due to redevelopment and refurbishment. This will exacerbate the already dire
circumstances that many young people experiencing homelessness and poverty face
daily.

The Youth Coalition is disappointed that no new funding has been allocated to
alcohol and other drug initiatives in this year’s budget, despite plenty of research
(including recent ACT specific research) linking substance misuse to homelessness,
poor mental health outcomes and child abuse and neglect. The impact of
intergenerational drug use is in desperate need of readdress, especially considering
recent findings to demonstrate a link between parental drug use and homlessness in
the ACT. Investment in prevention and early intervention is critical to reducing drug
related harm and is consistent with the Alcohol, Tobacco and Other Drug Strategy
2004 — 2008. Indigenous young people and young people with alcohol and other
drug issues incarceration rates continue to be unacceptably high and this year’s
budget has ignored them.

Although we support the new initiatives for young people with disabilities, many of the
most at-risk young people with disabilities have missed out on greatly needed
supports. We are concerned about the number of young people with disabilities and
mental health issues who are involved in the juvenile justice system and who are
homeless.
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MEDIA ALERT

ACT Government put on notice:
community sector wage issues aren’t
going away

The Youth Coalition is pleased to see the ACT Government has adopted a
new community sector method of indexation, but is bitterly disappointed that
this initiative will not begin until July 1%' 2006.

“The increased costs and pressures on community organizations has been
continuously raised by the Youth Coalition and other community peaks over
several years,” said Meredith Hunter, Executive Officer, Youth Coalition of
the ACT.

“Another 12 months will make a significant difference to the community sector
being able to provide support to some of the most vulnerable members of our
community,” continued Ms. Hunter.

“This is also a blow to youth services funded through the Youth Services
Program. They missed out on indexation all together in the 2002 / 03 Budget
- youth services are already behind.”

“The Youth Coalition will be lobbying strongly that the introduction of the new
indexation measure be implemented along with an increase in community
sector wages in 2006. Another major community sector viability issue.”

“As the Government has responded positively to the wage demands of the
public sector, nurses and teachers it is only reasonable that the wage
inequities of the community sector are addressed in the 2006 — 07 Budget,”
stated Ms. Hunter.

May 3, 2005

Media Contact:

Meredith Hunter, Executive Officer, Youth Coalition of the ACT
phone 6247 3540 or 0400 088 904

Youth Coalition of the ACT: 2005 / 06 Budget Analysis
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MISSING IN ACTION

The ACT Government has failed to address the needs of young people from
culturally and linguistically diverse backgrounds, homeless young people, and
young people with mental health and drug issues in its 2005/06 Budget.

“The Youth Coalition is disappointed that the ACT Government has again
overlooked and failed to fund services for young people from culturally and
linguistically diverse backgrounds,” said Meredith Hunter, Executive Officer of
the Youth Coalition of the ACT.

“The ACT Government has also neglected to provide support for young
people with mental health issues. This is a major concern especially
considering the growing numbers of young people contacting services such
as Lifeline who have reported increased incidents of young people who self-
harm. The Youth Coalition had called for a number new measures to be
funded addressing the mental health needs of young Canberrans including;
increased emotional and social health services, accommodation, an
adolescent in-patient unit and step-down residential facility, ”

“Homelessness and housing affordability remains a huge issue in the ACT
and the Budget does not deliver any increases in capital funding to Housing
ACT. It appears that Housing ACT stock numbers will in fact decrease during
the 2005/06 financial year due to redevelopment and refurbishment. This will
exacerbate the already dire circumstances that many young people
experiencing homelessness and poverty face daily,”

“No new money was allocated to drug and alcohol initiatives despite plenty of
research linking substance misuse to homelessness, poor mental health
outcomes and child abuse and neglect.” Ms Hunter said.

May 3, 2005

Media Contact:

Meredith Hunter, Executive Officer, Youth Coalition of the Act
phone 6247 3540 or 0400 088 904

Youth Coalition of the ACT: 2005 / 06 Budget Analysis
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Care and protection of our children and
young people:
ACT Government takes another step
forward

The ACT Government Budget has demonstrated a commitment to ensuring
the safety of children and young people.

“The Youth Coalition supports the individual support packages for children
and young people and the establishment of an Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander Unit in the Office of Children Youth and Family Support,” said
Meredith Hunter, Executive Officer of the Youth Coalition of the ACT.

“The Vardon Report stated that Indigenous children and young people have
been systematically neglected in the ACT therefore the establishment of an
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Unit is long overdue and an important

step towards redressing this issue.”

“The Youth Coalition is pleased by the allocation of additional resources for
the on-going implementation of The Territory as Parent and The Territory’s
Children reports. The new care and protection staff are an example of the

ACT Government taking another step forward.”

“We look forward to hearing further details about how the Government intends
to roll out these initiatives.”

The Youth Coalition also supports the child protection register. “The Youth
Coalition has been calling for a child protection register and is happy that the
Government has finally brought the ACT into line with other states and
territories,” said Ms. Hunter.

3 May 2005

Media Contact:

Meredith Hunter, Executive Officer, Youth Coalition of the ACT
phone 6247 3540 or 0400 088 904

Youth Coalition of the ACT: 2005 / 06 Budget Analysis
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ACT Commissioner for Children and Young
People — a welcome initiative

The allocation of funding for the ACT Commissioner for Children and Young
People in today’s budget is a welcome move towards ensuring the rights and
interests of children and young people are upheld in Canberra.

“The Youth Coalition of the ACT put the need for a Commissioner for Children
and Young People on the public agenda and is therefore pleased that the
ACT Government has established this important position,” Ms Meredith
Hunter, Executive Officer, Youth Coalition of the ACT, commented.

“In ratifying the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child
(UNCROC) in 1991, the Australian Government recognised and made a
commitment to the protection and promotion of Children’s rights in Australia.”

“Clearly the ACT Government has a critical role to play in ensuring that the
rights of children and young people in regards to the UNCROC are upheld
and implemented at a territory level,” said Ms Hunter.

“The creation of this position is a result of the Government’s increasing
recognition of the need to actively improve the status of children and young
people in our community.”

“The ACT Commissioner for Children and Young People will ensure that the
interests, rights and well-being of young people in the ACT are protected and
promoted and the Youth Coalition looks forward to working with them,” Ms
Hunter said.

3 May 2005

Media Contact:

Meredith Hunter, Executive Officer, Youth Coalition of the ACT
Phone: 6247 3540 or 0400 088 904

Youth Coalition of the ACT: 2005 / 06 Budget Analysis



MEDIA ALERT

Young people with disabilities:
finally some much needed support

The Youth Coalition of the ACT is pleased to see that children and young
people with disabilities will be supported by a range of new initiatives
announced in the 2005-6 Budget.

“Many children and young people with disabilities have struggled to receive
appropriate levels of support in the past — having a significant impact on their
lives and those of their families.” Ms Hunter, Executive Officer, Youth
Coalition of the ACT, said. “We believe that these initiatives will go some way
in addressing their needs.”

The new initiatives announced included an intensive support service and
additional therapy support for adolescents with challenging behaviours, and a
day program for young people with disabilities to develop life skills.

In addition, increased supports were announced to help young people with
disabilities to achieve better outcomes in their education.

“We are pleased to see that the Stanhope government is supporting young
people with disabilities within education. We are concerned, however, that
anti-disability cultures in our schools keep many young people from achieving
their potential — something needs to be done”.

Though supportive of the initiatives, the Youth Coalition argues that many of
the most at-risk young people with disabilities have missed out on greatly
needed supports:

“Though we applaud these initiatives, the Youth Coalition is concerned about
the number of young people with disabilities and mental health issues who are
involved in the juvenile justice system and who are homeless. We are
disappointed to see that no additional supports are available for these
vulnerable and poorly supported young people”.

3 May 2005

Media Contact:

Meredith Hunter, Executive Officer, Youth Coalition of the ACT
Phone: 6247 3540 or 0400 088 904

Youth Coalition of the ACT: 2005 / 06 Budget Analysis



