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Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples and cultures hold a unique and 
important place in the Canberra community. The 2011 Australian Census found that 
the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander population in the ACT was 5184.1 Of these 
1622 were young people aged 12-25.2 This makes young people 31% of the 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander population in the ACT.  
 
The Youth Coalition recognises Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander cultures form 
the longest continuing cultures in the world. Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
people continue to make a variety of valuable contributions to the community and 
their continued and strengthened involvement is vital to us all. 
 
The Gap 
There continues to be clear disparities across all indicators of health and quality of 
life between Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples and non-Indigenous 
Australians. For example, Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander students attending 
Year 10 fell by 8% in the ACT between 2008 and 2011.3 In 2012, Indigenous 
students had an apparent Year 12 retention rate of 51.1% up from 47% in 2010.4 
However this is still significantly below the 79.9% for all students.5 Further, Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander young people are still 23 times more likely to be detained 
than non-Indigenous young people, a significant overrepresentation.6 Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander young people are also over-represented in the child protection 
system. The rate of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children in the care and 
protection system is 10 times the rate of non-Indigenous children. In the ACT at 30 
June 2012 there were 68 Indigenous children per 1000 aged 0-17 in the out of home 
care system, compared to 5.3 per 1000 for non-Indigenous children.7 
 
The disparity in outcomes between Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander young 
people and non-Indigenous young people is a product of long-term systemic 
disadvantage and discrimination, actions including colonisation, dispossession from 
land and the Stolen Generations, inequitable and inadequate provision of resources 
and supports; and continued experiences of racism by the broader community. In 
particular, Indigenous young people face challenges that affect their health and 
wellbeing, including threatened or actual loss of cultural identity; removal from family 
of origin; family conflict and disruption; violence and assault; mental health issues; 
juvenile crime; and imprisonment.8 
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Racism 
Despite the valuable diversity of our society, racism and discrimination are common 
occurrences for many young people.9 Racism in our community comes in a variety of 
forms including: overt, covert, structural, institutional and individual forms. A study by 
Mansouri et al reported that 63.2% of Aboriginal participants had experienced at 
least one racist incident.10 It is of concern that most incidents reported in the study 
occurred within the educational setting.11 Racism in all its forms needs to be urgently 
and strategically addressed in order to ensure that all Australians experience the 
best possible quality of life. 
 
Support services 
The high proportion of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children and young 
people in the ACT emphasises the need to focus resources, programs and supports 
towards the younger Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander population and their 
families. While there have been some increases in funding and services to support 
this target group, service providers report that further investment needs to be made 
in the area of early intervention and prevention; rather than only the tertiary end.  
 
The ACT has a small number of services that work specifically with Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander young people aged 12 – 25. These services provide a holistic 
approach working with young people and their families. However, despite providing 
essential support services and trying to meet an increasing demand, the Youth 
Coalition is concerned that these services continue to experience significant and on-
going funding limitations.  
 
The Youth Coalition supports recent and current community-based initiatives that 
seek to build the capacity of community services in working with Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander communities such as the Cultural Awareness Self-Assessment 
Toolkit,12 Reconciliation Action Plans,13 and continuation of cultural training for 
community workers. While the Youth Coalition supports these initiatives that aim to 
build capacity in existing resources, we also advocate for these initiatives to be 
complemented by adequate and on-going funding to increase programs, services 
and supports for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander young people in the ACT.  
 
 
Commitments: 
 

1. Advocating for increased funding to existing services that support Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander young people in the ACT.  
 

2. Advocating for resources to support the development of additional programs, 
services and supports for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander young people 
in the ACT, particularly those with an early intervention and prevention focus.  
 

3. Advocating for the elimination of all forms of discrimination against Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander young people. 
 

4. Advocating for the development and implementation of mechanisms that seek 
to support Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander to remain engaged in 
education and employment opportunities.  
 

5. Supporting initiatives that seek to build the capacity of existing services to 
work with Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander young people.  
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6. Advocating for the active supported involvement of Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander young people in designing, planning and evaluating youth 
policy and service delivery frameworks. 
 

7. Advocating for the active and supported participation of Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander young people in their individual care planning and case 
management. 
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